Virginia Volksport Association
Minutes of General Membership Meeting
February 23, 2002

1) Call to Order.  The General Membership Meeting of the Virginia Volksport Association was called to order at 12:30 PM at The Legends Brewery Pub, 321 West 7th Street, in Richmond, Virginia. President Fred Lopez expressed the Association's thanks to Roger Polhemus and Dee Schrum of the Lee Lepus Volksverband for arranging the location for the meeting.
2) Officers Present: Fred Lopez, President; Gin Armacost, Treasurer; and Joe Turlo, Secretary.
Club Delegates: Doug DeVoe, Wood & Dale Wanderers; Annette Tollett, Walking Scouts; Don Bradford, Gator Volksmarsch Club; James Geith, Pentagon Pacesetters; Dee Schrum, Lee Lepus Volksverband; Shirley Boyd, Peninsula Pathfinders.
Guests: Nancy Stenger, AVA President; Blue DeVoe, Wood & Dale Wanderers; Roger Polhemus, Lee Lepus Volksverband; Jim Cofield, Lee Lepus Volksverband; Betty Canoles, Lee Lepus Volksverband.
3) VVA President's Remarks: 
* Fred Lopez reminded the club delegates that Officer Update Forms must be submitted to Joan Lampart, Atlantic Regional Director by March 1st. Officer Update Forms should also be submitted if a club changes officers during the year.
* Fred Lopez reported on the February 9th VVA event at McLean Community Center. There were 424 walkers, of which about 90 were free walkers. 15 New Walker Packets were sold. 33 Starting Point books were sold. Fred expressed the Association's thanks to the volunteers who helped with the event: Tom Baerwald, Northern Virginia Volksmarchers; Nancy C. Stenger, Wood & Dale Wanderers; Doug and Blue DeVoe, Wood & Dale Wanderers; Don, Lisa, and Derrick Bradford, Gator Volksmarsch Club; Shirley Boyd, Peninsula Pathfinders; and, Ray Schmidt, Peninsula Pathfinders.
4) Approval of Minutes.  A motion was made by Doug DeVoe to approve the minutes of the December 8, 2001 meeting. Second by Dee Schrum. Motion passed.

5) Treasurer's Report.  Gin Armacost reported a balance of $4283.60 as of 2/22/02. It was noted that about $700.00 was owed to the AVA for materials and fees related to the McLean event. The report was accepted and filed.
6) Old Business: 
* VVA Achievement Awards: Fred Lopez reminded the club delegates that nominations for VVA Achievement Awards are due by March 1st. The awards will be distributed at the April VVA meeting in Fredericksburg. Nominations have been received from The Peninsula Pathfinders, The Lee Lepus Volksverband, The Gator Volksmarsch Club, The Wood & Dale Wanderers, and The Bad Pennies.
* VVA Website: Fred Lopez reminded the club delegates that donations were required to support the VVA website. The website is a valuable tool for getting event information to prospective walkers. Clubs which are delinquent in their donations will be billed.
* 2005 Convention: The site selection committee for the 2005 AVA Convention has recommended Cherry Hill NJ as the convention site. No alternate site has been chosen. The EC will meet at Cherry Hill in April and, hopefully, will approve the site. Suggestions for themes, sponsors and possible corporate tie-ins are requested. Send any ideas to Joan Lampart, Atlantic Regional Director. Joan's e-mail address is; jmlampart@aol.com. Volunteers will also be needed to help at the convention.
* VVA Year Round Events: All patches for 2001 have been sold.  For 2002, a new patch will be available. It will be the same for all year-round events. The fee for credit and patch will be $6. Final 2001 YRE numbers: Lexington-68, Charlottesville-101, Roanoke-64, Winchester-129, Douthat SP-24.
* VVA Seasonals: Seasonal events for April 1 thru September 30, 2002 will be in Lawrencville (Brunswick County), Jarratt (Greensville and Sussex Counties), Courtland (Southampton County), and Suffolk (City). Don Bradford and Joe Turlo, of the Gator Volksmarsch Club, have laid out the trails and the directions with the help of archive information provided by Gin Armacost. Registration for these events will be by mail through the VVA contact address. All requests for credit for these events must be received by the VVA by October 7th.  Eight people are already signed up for the events. Don Bradford suggested a possible event in Lunenburg County for Memorial Day weekend, which would tie in nicely with these events. It was pointed out that quick action would be required for this to happen if the sanction request was to get in the required 90 days in advance. Copies of the driving and walk directions for these events will be distributed to the clubs. The clubs can make copies for any member who wants to do the events on short notice. Walkers can fill in the checkpoint info on the directions and mail the sheet to the VVA along with the $2 fee to receive a stamped insert card.
7) New Business: 
* New Server for AVA website: The AVA website is changing over to a new web server. It is hoped that the new server will be more user friendly, more efficient, and will save on costs. Features available on the new server will include; electronic sanction requests, direct e-mail to all AVA office personnel, and on-line sale of materials and specialties. The changeover cost will be about $5000. A donation of $25 to $50 is requested from each club. Fred noted the $50 contribution made by the Gator Volksmarsch Club. A motion was made by Fred Lopez to allow the VVA to contribute $250 toward the new server. Fred said that the profits from the McLean event would cover this contribution. Motion was seconded by Dee Schrum and others. Motion passed. Doug DeVoe added $1 to the VVA contribution so that it would exceed the $250 challenge made by an unnamed club.
* Event Stamps: New AVA policy concerning return of event stamps allows postmark up to 10 days after the day of the event to avoid the late fee. Previous requirement was 3 days.
* Record Books: New AVA policy concerning record books no longer requires you to send previous event/distance books along with the most recently completed book when applying for awards. You only need send the last completed book and your IVV Record of Achievement book. Any carryover distance should already be noted in your IVV Record of Achievement book. Books will be returned to you along with an order form for your next book.
* New Trail Coming for Legends YRE: Roger Polhemus said that next year's YRE at Legends Brewery will have a new trail which will feature Belle Island and the Tredegar Iron Works.
8) Club Reports:
* Lee Lepus Volksverband, Dee Schrum; April 20th event starting at Food Lion parking lot on Route 10 in Chesterfield will be the club's 50th event.
* Pentagon Pacesetters, Jim Geith; The club has a new mailing address; PO Box 150728, Alexandria, VA 22315. April 6-7 Cherry Blossom Walks will have only one trail this year. Because of additional security, the start point for the walks will not be inside the Pentagon. All participants will be required to have a picture ID. Wursts will be available at the event. The January 5th event at the Geith-Armacost home had 225 participants.
* Gator Volksmarsch Club, Don Bradford; April 27th NATOfest walks will include a ride on the Portsmouth ferry on the Elizabeth River. New starting point for the walks is Heutte Center in Norfolk.  May 18th walk at chiropractor's office at Wards Corner, Norfolk. Hoping to exceed 100 walkers for this event this year.
* Walking Scouts, Annette Tollett; March 2nd walk at Newport News Park.  April 6th walk at Holly Hill Farm, Gloucester, in conjunction with Daffodil Festival. Hoping to get permission to tour gardens of homes on the route.
* Wood & Dale Wanderers, Doug DeVoe; Participation in YRE's is increasing. More paid than free walkers this year. Continuing 2 YRE's this year.  May 4th walk at Leesylvania State Park.  October 19th fall walk at Prince William Forest Park.
* Peninsula Pathfinders, Shirley Boyd; March 15,16,17; Atlantic Region Walking Conference at Williamsburg.  May 4th,walk to the Wall That Heals, at Hampton.  June 1st, walk at Beaverdam for National Trails Day.  June 15th, bus trip to 3 Washington DC YRE's. Cost $20 or $25.  August 17th,picnic event at Fort Eustis.
* AVA Events in Virginia, Nancy Stenger, AVA President, announced the two new YRE's sponsored by the AVA in Virginia. One is at Culpepper Visitor Center and the other is at Ellanor C. Lawrence Park in Chantilly. Nancy also mentioned the Virginia Bike and Hike Conference, which will take place in Blacksburg, Virginia on April 7th, 8th and 9th (Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday).
9) Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Virginia Volksport Association will be on Sunday, April 28th, 2002. The meeting will start at 12:30PM at the Dorothy Hart Community Center in Fredericksburg, Virginia. This will be the start point for The Germanna Volksport Association's walk. We plan to walk the trail before the meeting.


There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Don Bradford and seconded by Shirley Boyd. The meeting was adjourned at 2:45PM.

Respectfully submitted,


Joe Turlo, Secretary

