Virginia Volkssport Association

Minutes of the General Membership Meeting

June 5, 2004

1.  Call to Order:  The General Membership Meeting of the Virginia Volkssport Association was called to order at 12:40 p.m. at Claude Moore Park, 21544 Old Vestals Gap Road, Sterling, Virginia.  Thanks to Bob Wright of the Loudoun Walking and Volkssport Club for arranging the meeting site.  Prior to the formal start of the meeting, Nancy Stenger presented a corrected Atlantic Region Regional Director award certificate to Bob Simonsen.

2.  Officers Present:  Nancy Stenger, President; Shirley Boyd, Vice President; Jim Geith, Treasurer; and Cecilia Miner, Secretary.

3.  Club Delegates:  Fred Lopez, All American Walking Club; Bob Wright, Loudoun Walking and Volkssport Club; Doug DeVoe, Wood and Dale Wanderers; Betty Canoles, Lee Lepus Volksverband; Peter Sniffin, Germanna Volkssport Association; and Shirley Boyd, Peninsula Pathfinders.

4.  Guests:  Joan Lampart, Atlantic Region RD; Blue DeVoe of Wood and Dale Wanderers; Bob Simonsen and Andy Armand of Peninsula Pathfinders; Gin Armacost of US FreedomWalk Festival Club (DC); Jean Sniffin of Germanna Volkssport Association; and Mary Ann Gries.

5.  Approval of Minutes:  President Nancy Stenger called for corrections, additions, or comments on the minutes of the February 21, 2004, membership meeting.  Hearing none, a motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes, and the delegates approved the motion.

6.  Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Jim Geith reported a balance of $4387.14 as of 6/3/04.

7.  Regional Director Report:  Regional Director Joan Lampart provided the following:

    a.  AVA Partnership with GNC.  Joan asked clubs to consider a GNC store if they were looking for a start location.  Jackie Wilson at AVA headquarters will assist with arrangements.  Also, Joan recommended using GNC stores for checkpoints.  Use the partnership or lose it.

    b.  AVA Awards for 2005 Convention.  Clubs should send nominations to Joan by October 15, so she can turn them around to the Awards Committee by November 1.  If a club nominates someone for an award the member was previously nominated for, make sure the reason is different, or the Awards Committee will reject the nomination.

    c.  501(c)(3) Status.  Most AVA clubs have IRS 501(c)(3) status and are thus charitable.  That status limits what clubs can do for their own members.  More information can be found in Bob Wright’s TAW article, and he will again present his seminar on this topic at the 2005 AVA Convention.

    d.  Atlantic Region News (ARNews).  Joan operates a news service called ARNews by e-mail to spread information quickly around the region.  The service is for everyone, not just club leaders.  Contact Bill Guion (bguion@comcast.net) to be added to the mailing list.

    e.  YRE Sanctioning.  On-line YRE sanctioning is available July 1 – August 31.  After August 31, the system will be locked to clubs.

    f.  YRE Documentation.  Walk directions, maps, and brochures are still required for YRE’s.  Send a copy to Nancy for approval.

    g.  Atlantic Region Website.  There is a page devoted to the Atlantic Region.  Go to www.walkvirginia.com and link to Atlantic Region Director.

    h.  Convention.  Joan formally invited all clubs and members to attend and volunteer for the 2005 AVA Convention.  All are also invited to walk in Haddonfield, NJ on June 19, to test one of the “entrée” walks.  During the convention, ONLY convention events (3 special, 1 seasonal) and convention-related before-and-after events will be sanctioned.

    i.  YRE Evaluators.  Evaluators are checking YRE’s with the eye of an independent walker.  They are following the critique outline published on the Atlantic Region website.

    j.  TAW Articles.  Joan asked clubs to please submit articles on upcoming events to get the Atlantic Region more exposure.

    k.  Convention Support.  Many clubs across the region are providing donations out of their walk treasuries to support the convention.  Joan urged Virginia clubs to do likewise.

    l.  RD Election.  The election is scheduled for May 2005.  Ron Bowers is Chair of the Atlantic Region Nominating Committee.

    m.  Regional Meeting.  Scheduled for November 27 in Hershey, PA.

    n.  Event Conflicts.  At the regional conference in Gettysburg, a question arose about conflicting events in the region.  Jerry Cottrell volunteered to compose a group to seek solutions.

8.  Old Business:
    a.  VVA Achievement Awards.  Awards will be mailed to clubs.

    b.  Virginia BikeWalk Conference.  Nancy Stenger and Cecilia Miner attended activities at the Virginia BikeWalk Conference the week of April 5, and VVA and US FreedomWalk Club shared display space.  The BikeWalk Virginia executive director suggested having a VVA member on its board of directors.  Nancy will follow up on that suggestion.  Fred Lopez commented that partnering with BikeWalk Virginia, an established advocacy group promoting trails and walkable communities, might be a way to reach potential sponsors for walking events.

    c.  More on YRE Evaluators.  Nancy reiterated that the purpose of evaluating YRE’s is to ensure a high standard of quality by providing constructive criticism.  Evaluators look at accuracy and clarity of directions (directions to start point and trail directions), how well the written directions match the map (if both are provided), and the quality of information provided on-line, among other factors.

9.  New Business:
    a.  More on YRE Electronic Sanctioning.  Nancy emphasized that August 31 is a hard deadline for electronic sanctioning of YRE’s.  Clubs can copy their Starting Point information into the electronic form this year and then update the copy with changes in future years.  She cautioned to take care in entering text, as what is typed is what will appear in the Starting Point.

    b.  Club Dues.  Bills will be sent out shortly for AVA club dues.  Nancy strongly urged clubs to annotate on the check that the check is for club dues to prevent mix-ups at headquarters.  Joan applauded Virginia clubs for paying bills on time.  There were no delinquent clubs as of May.

    c.  Club Changes.  Let Nancy know of changes to club officers or walk POC’s.

    d.  Special Programs.  Shirley Boyd is creating a form to track Virginia YRE’s eligible for special program credit in A-Z, Civil War, U.S. Presidents, heritage, county, and other programs.  Joan requested a copy to put in TAW.  Bob Wright asked if electronic sanctioning had a way to enter special program information.  Nancy replied that it does.

10.  Club Reports:
    a.  Germanna Volkssport Association, Peter Sniffin.  A “Q” walk is scheduled for September 18, 19 at Quantico, with the base providing support.  The club recently held elections; Susan Knick will become president on July 1, and Peter will remain on the Germanna executive board as immediate past-president.  On Saturday, May 8, 34 club members took a bus trip to Annapolis; 24 members walked the historic Annapolis walk, including the U.S. Naval Academy.

    b.  Wood and Dale Wanderers, Doug DeVoe.  Next walk will be June 6 in Leesylvania.  Plans have been finalized for the Veterans Day walk on Thursday, November 11 at Lake Ridge Community Park.  Brochures are out.  Club elections will be held June 6.  Doug also announced that Prince William Forest Park had changed its opening time from 8:30 to 9:00.

    c.  Loudon Walking and Volkssport Club, Bob Wright.  Despite the rain, today’s walk had a good turnout.  Club elections will occur on June 17.  The club intends to oppose Dominion Power’s plan to erect high-voltage lines along the W&OD Trail on the easement from east of Leesburg to west of Purcellville, removing most of the trees.  There will be a grass roots rally on Saturday, June 26.  In other news, the walks for Lovettsville and Tarara are set.  The Tarara walk was forced to move due to constraints at the winery and now is the same weekend as the U.S. FreedomWalk.  The club may have to use the fourth weekend in October on a long-term basis.

    d.  Peninsula Pathfinders, Shirley Boyd.  The PPF is hosting a picnic walk on August 21 and on October 9 a “Z” event at Zuni.  In addition, they are planning a bus trip for November 12-14 to the Bedford, Virginia, area, including Roanoke and the Peaks of Otter Winery.  At the mention of Peaks of Otter, Fred Lopez noted that the YRE at Peaks of Otter Lodge has been canceled due to neglect by the North Carolina club that sanctioned it.  Attempts to reach the club have been unsuccessful.  Next Saturday, Fred will recover the 2003 stamp and return it to AVA HQ’s.
    e.  Lee Lepus Volksverband, Betty Canoles.  The club will hold a “Q” walk in Quinton, Virginia (Kent County) on October 10; with the PPF “Z” walk on October 9 walkers can get two hard letters in the A-Z program.  Also, Lee Lepus will have a walk on October 16 at Fort Lee.

    f.  VVA, Fred Lopez.  VVA is sponsoring four county seasonal events running through September 30, including an “O” event at Orange, Virginia, which is also a Civil War event.  He brought registration materials and stamps to the meeting.  Nancy added that the VVA seasonal events at Appomattox and Manassas have kicked off.
    g.  Others.  Jean Sniffin asked about the cost of 4” patches.  Answer:  $2.99 from Apollo.

11.  Next Meeting:  Saturday, September 18, 1:00, at Quantico, Virginia (Germanna event)
Last 2004 meeting:  Saturday, December 11, Williamsburg

12.  Adjournment:
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 1:55 p.m.  The delegates approved the motion.

Respectfully submitted,

Cecilia Miner, VVA Secretary
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