Virginia Volkssport Association

Minutes of the General Membership Meeting

August 6, 2005

1.  Call to Order:  The General Membership Meeting of the Virginia Volkssport Association was called to order at 1:05 p.m. at Ruby Tuesday, 9444 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, Virginia.  Thanks to Tom Baerwald of Northern Virginia Volksmarchers for making the command decision to go someplace cool.

2.  Officers Present:  Nancy Stenger, President; Jim Geith, Treasurer; and Cecilia Miner, Secretary.

3.  Club Delegates:  Nancy Stenger, All American Walking Club; William Pile, Wood and Dale Wanderers; Annette Tollett, Peninsula Pathfinders/Walking Scouts; Tom Baerwald, Northern Virginia Volkssporters; Ken Eberhart, Gator Volksmarch Club; Dee Schrum, Lee Lepus Volksverband; Sam Tollett, Walking Scouts; Jay Oakley, Loudoun Walking and Volkssport Club; and Harvey Miller, Germanna Volkssport Association.

4.  Guests:  Gin Armacost, Mary Ann Gries, and Betty Canoles

5.  Approval of Minutes:  There were no minutes taken at the last meeting on May 7, 2005.

6.  Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Jim Geith reported a profit of $856 for the year, although taking into account a late bill, the real profit is close to $200.  After paying bills, the August 5, 2005, balance is $4750.86.

7.  Old Business:
    a.  Convention is over! (Applause)  Most feedback has been positive, though there have been a few negative comments.  All Virginia clubs represented were able to vote.  There will be a Convention hot wash next week at noon after the Hagerstown, Maryland, walk.

    b.  Results from Convention.  People can volunteer for committees by contacting the committee chair.  The Council met Saturday morning after Convention to appoint the committee chairs, and the last Checkpoint had the list.  Jim Geith is the audit chair till November, and Annette Tollett takes over after that.

    c.  YREs/Seasonals.  Clubs need to renew by midnight, Central Daylight Time, August 31.  The system has been slow, so don’t wait till the last minute.  Also, if the “yellow screen of death” should appear after hitting “Submit” use the browser back button to get back to the previous page, and hit “Submit” again.  Repeat as necessary until the submission is accepted.  AVA Headquarters is working on the problem.  There are some new features this year.  For example, if you inadvertently put in an event twice, you can delete the extra entry yourself.  Also, you can now preview what the entry should look like in The Starting Point. 

    d.  Policy Manual.  There is a new policy manual on the AVA website, but there are a few disconnects.  Marvin Stokes (Southeast Regional Director) is working corrections.

    e.  October VVA Events.  On Saturday, October 8, there will be a walk at Shenandoah Caverns.  Joe Turlo created the award patch featuring a covered bridge.  The Sunday, October 9, event will be in Staunton, Virginia, starting from the downtown Visitor’s Center (not the one on the highway).  The walk qualifies for the Presidents, Civil War, and College Campus special programs.  The award is a patch featuring Woodrow Wilson.

    f.  State Bar Individual Awards.  In response to a question about these awards, Nancy reported the bars will be ordered next week.  Certificates and bars will be mailed to the clubs as soon as the bars arrive.
8.  New Business:  

    a.  VVA 2006 Seasonals.  Nancy announced that the VVA county seasonals in 2006 will be in Mecklenburg, Charlotte, Campbell, and Halifax counties.  Tom Baerwald elegantly responded, “Those assembled wept with joy in anticipation of next year’s seasonals.”

    b.  VVA 2005 Seasonals.  This year’s VVA county seasonals include an extra trail in Danville; the rails-to-trails path is shaded and along the river.

    c.  Award-winning Brochure.  Nancy presented a Second Place Publicity ribbon and certificate for the YRE/seasonal brochure to the Northern Virginia Volksmarchers.  Tom Baerwald accepted on behalf of the club.

    d.  EC Meeting.  The Executive Council will meet October 15.  Agenda items are due by August 14.

    e.  IVV Meeting in July.  A proposal to require separate event and distance stamps for multi-day events was withdrawn.  Also, the IVV Presidium now has no German representative.  The previous one was replaced by an Austrian member.  The current Presidium will stand for three years, and elections will take place in 2008.  Odd Ivar Ruud plans not to run again.

9.  Club Reports:
    a.  Gators, Ken Eberhart.  A Thursday walk on August 18 will replace the August club meeting.  On November 12, the club will host a walk in the Norfolk zoo area.

    b.  Germanna, Harvey Miller.  At Quantico’s request, Germanna will hold a walk again this year on October 1-2, this time with a new trail.  Brochures will be sent to clubs.  Also, the second Fredericksburg YRE is again open.  Nancy asked the club to change the status on the website.

    c.  Walking Scouts, Annette Tollett.  On September 1, there will be two walks at Chincoteague, one through the wildlife preserve, the other through town.  On September 11, the Scouts will host a walk in the Cape Charles area, so there will be two lighthouse walks during the weekend.  On November 5, there will be walks at Pamunkey and West Point.  The November 22 walk (Tuesday before Thanksgiving) in Newport News requires a fee and will be award only.  Finally, the Scouts will host a night walk on December 18 in Poquoson for the Christmas colors.

    d.  Peninsula Pathfinders, Annette Tollett.  At the request of Fort Monroe, the Pathfinders will have a walk on October 8 in conjunction with the Fort Monroe Oktoberfest.  The Williamsburg walks and swim will be December 9-11.  Note that there is a new start point at the Four Points Sheraton on Route 60.
    e.  Northern Virginia Volksmarchers, Tom Baerwald.  The evening walks will conclude on the second Monday in September.  On October 15-16, NVV will hold a walk in Springfield starting from the Saratoga shopping center.  The club’s holiday walk and dinner will take place December 18 (the Sunday before Christmas) in the Clarendon area.  NVV will renew seven YREs and two bike events, and the club is considering one more walking YRE.

    f.  Lee Lepus, Dee Schrum.  The capital walk in Richmond got a lot of business from Convention.  Lee Lepus will host a walk in Ivor (need an “I” event?) on October 15 close to but not in White Tail Park (of nudist colony fame).  The patch will be in the shape of a ham and will take place in Southhampton County.
    g.  Loudoun, Jay Oakley.  Jay thanked all who helped with the Tarara walk during Convention.  The club opened a new seasonal in Ashburn on Memorial Day; one trail is available, and negotiations are underway with a homeowner’s association for a second.  Upcoming regular walks include Lovettsville on September 24 and Tarara on October 22.  In 2006, Loudoun will renew YREs in Ashburn, Leesburg, Purcellville, and Sterling.  Regular walks in 2006 are planned as follows:  Morvin Park; May 6; Claude Moore, June 3; Lovettsville, September 30 (with Oktoberfest); Tarara, October 21.

    h.  Wood and Dale Wanderers, William Pile.  The November 11 (Friday) Veterans Day walk is set for Lake Ridge, this year with a new trail.  The club again expects considerable Girl Scout involvement.  Wood and Dale is considering making a recent Occoquan Reserve walk a YRE if a place can be found for the walk box.  The regular seasonals in Manassas, Prince William Forest Park, and Leesylvania will be renewed.

    i.  All American Walking Club, Nancy Stenger.  The club will renew its two YREs.  Also, there are close to 400 participants in the U.S. Presidents program.

    j.  Other.  Nancy noted that nothing has been heard from the German American Volkssport Association or the Pentagon Pacesetters for awhile.  Also of note is that Fort Belvoir Outdoor Rec will host its Oktoberfest events the same weekend as the Quantico walk.  The Boy Scouts will again help Fort Belvoir Outdoor Rec with their events.  Finally, the VVA will renew YREs in addition to the seasonals.

    k.  Last call.  Ken Eberhart volunteered to take care of the two Danville walks if they were renewed as YREs.

10.  Next Meeting:  Saturday, December 10, 2005, 1:00 p.m., in Williamsburg.
11.  Adjournment:
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 3:45 p.m.  The delegates approved the motion.  Note:  The meeting wasn’t that long—we did stop for lunch.

Respectfully submitted,

Cecilia Miner, VVA Secretary
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