Virginia Volkssport Association

Minutes of the General Membership Meeting

December 11, 2004

1.  Call to Order:  The General Membership Meeting of the Virginia Volkssport Association was called to order at 1:00 p.m. at the Clarion Hotel, 500 Merrimac Trail, Williamsburg, Virginia.  Thanks to Shirley Boyd of Peninsula Pathfinders for arranging the room.

2.  Officers Present:  Nancy Stenger, President; Shirley Boyd, Vice President; Jim Geith, Treasurer; and Cecilia Miner, Secretary.

3.  Club Delegates:  Fred Lopez, All American Walking Club; Doug DeVoe, Wood and Dale Wanderers; Shirley Boyd, Peninsula Pathfinders; Tom Baerwald, Northern Virginia Volkssporters; Ken Eberhart, Gators Volksmarch Club; Mark Arbeen and Jim Geith, Pentagon Pacesetters; Larry Lisle, Fort Belvoir Recreation; Dee Schrum, Lee Lepus; and Sam Tollett, Walking Scouts.

4.  Guests:  Joan Lampart, Atlantic Region RD; Ron Looper, Chairman of AVA 2005 Convention Committee and President of the Maryland Volkssport Association; Joe and Rita Turlo, Gators Volksmarch Club; Gin Armacost and Tim Miner of US FreedomWalk Festival Club (DC); Betty Canoles, Lee Lepus Volksverband; and Susan Osborn, Baltimore (MD) Walking Club.

5.  Approval of Minutes:  President Nancy Stenger called for corrections, additions, or comments on the minutes of the June 5, 2004, membership meeting.  Hearing none, a motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes, and the delegates approved the motion.

6.  Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Jim Geith reported a profit of $780.46 for the year ending June 30, 2004, with a year-end balance of $4,596.05.  As of December 9, 2004, the balance had decreased to $3,654.10.  Accounting for the decrease were a $450.00 purchase of pedometers donated to 3rd and 4th graders at a charter school in Washington, D.C.; the pedometers are being used as part of a walking program and are being tied in to math classes.  Other expenses included purchases of 2005 Starting Points and the patch for the Manassas/Appomattox trails.  These expenses will be recouped through sales.

7.  Regional Director Report:  Regional Director Joan Lampart provided the following:

    a.  AVA is looking at a possible partnership with AARP.  Since AARP is looking for health and wellness activities, one suggestion is for volkssporters to work with local chapters on a series of shorter walks that will build up stamina of chapter members.

    b.  All clubs need to support Convention 2005, so please get names of volunteers to Jim Geith.  In addition to needing workers for walks, he must fill positions for the silent auction, information booth, security, registration, etc.
8.  Old Business:
    a.  Club Finances.  Nancy announced that all clubs are paid up, but IRS status needs to be checked.

    b.  Charlottesville Club.  The Charlottesville New Balance club has gone inactive to concentrate on business.

    c.  Seasonals.  Sanctioning for seasonals to start the end of May 2005 will begin early in January.  As with the YREs, sanctioning will be by electronic means, but clubs should send Nancy an e-mail after submitting information to let her know to check the database.

    d.  Regional Meeting.  The next Regional Meeting will be at 1:00 p.m. on May 7 at Rosaryville State Park near Upper Marlborough, MD.  Elections will be the main focus, and a Convention meeting will follow.

    e.  VVA Achievement Awards.  Clubs please get a list of names to Nancy by March 1.  Eligibility is limited to 5 members or 10% of the club’s membership.  There is no limit in order to recognize business sites.

    f.  Virginia BikeWalk.  Nancy will meet on December 12 with Alan Turnbull on the VA BikeWalk schedule for April 30, 2005, in Richmond.  Lee Lepus will be hosting a walk that weekend.  The trail will start at Legends Brewing Company and is being worked by Roger.  Nancy will investigate how VVA can work more closely with BikeWalk Virginia, since the organization needs more walking in its charter to draw on state funds.  Shirley Boyd suggested asking BikeWalk Virginia to have a booth at the AVA convention or donate shirts for door prizes.  Nancy proposed a workshop by the group and will follow up with them.

    g.  VVA Website.  Monetary donations are needed to help maintain the website.

    h.  YRE Boxes.  Clubs please ensure YRE boxes are in good shape, especially with Convention coming up.

    i.  AVA Achievement Awards.  Fred Lopez appealed to clubs to make sure nominations are complete.  He will send back those that do not meet standards.

9.  New Business:  None.

10.  Club Reports:
    a.  Northern Virginia Volkssporters, Tom Baerwald.  The NVV calendar for 2005 is sanctioned.  There will be two trails on their January walk.

    b.  Peninsula Pathfinders, Shirley Boyd.  The Williamsburg events will be December 9-11, 2005 and will start from a new location closer to the Colonial area:  Four Points Sheraton on Route 60.  The club is also considering a walk on May 14 and possibly a Newport News walk on Columbus Day weekend.

    c.  Wood and Dale Wanderers, Doug DeVoe.  The Veteran’s Day walk (November 11) drew more participants than many weekend walks, so the club will host that walk again in 2005.  In addition, the club is considering a June 5 walk near Mason Neck Wildlife Refuge.

    d.  Gators, Ken Eberhart and Joe Turlo.  The January 1 Smithfield walk is set.  The club is also looking at a walk at Shenandoah Caverns on October 8 and would like to host it jointly with VVA to expand the worker pool.  Start point would be the picnic area of Shenandoah Caverns.  There would be a charge for admission to the caverns, but the upside is that a mile of the walk would be underground with a tour guide.  Fred Lopez said the admission charge should not be a problem if it is stated up front and commented further that the chance to walk in the cave was [paraphrasing] more slippery than Babu Virginianus [Great Horned Owl] feces.  The walk could also be a good YRE, but the club would need help with support due to the distance.  To make traveling to the scheduled walk more appealing, the VVA could possibly sponsor a walk at Staunton (Woodrow Wilson’s birthplace) on Sunday, October 9, and there are many YREs in the area for those wanting additional walks.
    e.  Pentagon Pacesetters, Jim Geith.  The Pacesetters will keep their charter active but will sanction no walks in 2005.  One factor in the decision to skip a year is construction at Mount Vernon that makes the walk visually unappealing.  The decision not to sanction walks includes the YREs at Mount Vernon and Huntley Meadows.

    f.  Lee Lepus, Dee Schrum.  In addition to the April 30 walk discussed in paragraph 8.f., Lee Lepus is considering an October event at Ivor.
    g.  Walking Scouts, Sam Tollett.  Sadly, the handicapped troop is disbanding as of December 2004.  There is a possibility of reviving the troop or consolidating, as several of the scouts have stayed interested.  If so, the different troop may look at sponsoring some wooded walks.  Nancy will contact Wendy Degilio to see if any Girl Scout troops are interested.

    h.  All American Walking Club, Nancy Stenger.  The US Presidents special program is going strong, and the club has again sanctioned the Culpeper and Chantilly YREs.

    i.  Other.  Tim Miner appealed on behalf of the U.S. FreedomWalk for the VVA not to agree to another Northern Virginia walk the weekend of Oct. 21-23, 2005.  The potential for conflict exists each year with Loudoun Walking and Volkssport Club’s walk at Tarara Winery, especially since the FreedomWalk start point has moved to Arlington (Rosslyn), Virginia.  However, this year is particularly important to the FreedomWalk, since it is the judgment year to become an International Walking Association (IWA; formerly International Marching League, IML) event in 2006.  To mesh with the IWA calendar, the FreedomWalk needs to schedule for the next-to-last weekend in October.  Ken Eberhart pointed out that the VVA bylaws already contains a provision to deny additional walks within a 50-mile radius of a sanctioned walks unless the clubs mutually agree.  For future years, Sam Tollett moved that the VVA not allow other walks in northern Virginia on the same weekend as the FreedomWalk beginning in 2006.  Doug DeVoe seconded.  Nancy tabled the motion until the next VVA meeting to give clubs time to discuss it with their membership.

11.  Next Meeting:  Saturday, March 5, 2004, 12:30, at Legend Brewing Company, 323 W. 7th Street, Richmond, Virginia.  Plan to walk the Year-round Event before or after.

12.  Adjournment:
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 3:05 p.m.  The delegates approved the motion.

Respectfully submitted,

Cecilia Miner, VVA Secretary
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