Virginia Volkssport Association

Minutes of the General Membership Meeting

March 26, 2006
1.  Call to Order:  The General Membership Meeting of the Virginia Volkssport Association was called to order at 1:05 p.m. at Legends Brewing Company, 321 West 7th Street, Richmond, Virginia.  Thanks to Roger Polhemus for arranging the meeting site.
2.  Officers Present:  Nancy Stenger, President; Shirley Boyd, Vice President; Jim Geith, Treasurer, and Cecilia Miner, Secretary.

3.  Club Delegates:  Nancy Stenger, All American Walking Club; Doug DeVoe, Wood and Dale Wanderers; Shirley Boyd, Peninsula Pathfinders; Ken Eberhart, Gators Volksmarch Club; Dee Schrum, Lee Lepus Volksverband; Jay Oakley, Loudoun Walking and Volkssport Club; Annette Tollett, Walking Scouts; Jim Geith, Pentagon Pacesetters; and Francine York, The Bad Pennies.

4.  Guests:  Betty Canoles, Monica Gowen, Maureen Miller, Roger Polhemus, Anna Beckley and Jim Cofield, Lee Lepus Volksverband; Blue DeVoe, Wood and Dale Wanderers;
5.  Approval of Minutes:  Accepted as published.
6.  Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Jim Geith reported a balance of $5196.94 as of Mar. 25.
7.  Old Business:
    a.  YRE/Seasonal Events and Stamps.  No major problems reported so far.  As a reminder, first quarter reports are due to Headquarters at the end of April (due, not postmarked).
    b.  YRE Second Sanctioning Window.  Window has closed.  Staunton begins Memorial Day weekend.
    c.  2006 Atlantic Region Conference, March 17-19.  Feedback has been positive except for the “hill from Hell” at Antietam.  Tom Baerwald presented a workshop on writing trail instructions, and Nancy Stenger gave a workshop on forms and required paperwork.

    d.  VVA Achievement Awards.  Patches are on order, and only a few certificates are left.  Nancy will look to printing certificates as needed in the future rather than having them bulk printed.

 8.  New Business:  

    a.  Four-event Weekend in August.   The Piedmont Pacers (MD), Susquehanna Rovers (PA), Walking Scouts (VA), and Riverfront Ramblers (WV) have coordinated this weekend for August 5, 6.  Annette Tollett reported that Saturday walks will be in WV (Cooper’s Rock, near Morgantown) and PA (a state park), and Sunday walks will be in MD and VA (somewhere near Winchester).  Karen Maes requested volunteers to assist with the WV walk.
    b.  Fees for Late Reporting.   Club officer updates and financial reports must be in on time, or clubs incur a $10 late fee.  The grace period ends at the end of March.
    c.  VA Bike/Walk Conference.  Scheduled for the first week of May in Lynchburg.  Shirley said she may not be able to participate this year due to medical issues.  The fact that this year’s event occurs only during the week makes it difficult for others to attend as well.
    d.  Award Presentations.  Nancy presented Regional Director Awards to those unable to attend the AR Conference:
· Bob Wright (accepted by Jay Oakley)

· Jim Geith

· Roger Polhemus
9.  Club Reports:
    a.  Gators, Ken Eberhart.  Two walks scheduled for April 22, one in Norfolk (waterfront/RR program) and the other with the ferry to Portsmouth (RR, lighthouse programs).  On May 20, there will be a Norfolk walk in conjunction with the Greek Festival.
    b.  Walking Scouts, Annett Tollett.  On April 1, the club will host a walk in Gloucester with the Daffodil Festival (River walk; also, parade starts at 9).  On May 6 there will be two walks in Williamsburg, one with a new trail, the other with a mostly new trail).  An evening walk will take place Monday, May 8, 4-7 in Yorktown for World Walking Day.
    c.  Loudoun Walking and Volkssport Club, Jay Oakley.  Club will host its Walk for Water in Morgan Park, Leesburg, on May 13.  On the first Saturday in June, there will be a Trails Day walk at Claude Moore Park in Sterling.
    d.  Wood and Dale Wanderers, Doug DeVoe.  On the first Sunday in June, club will sponsor a Trails Day “creek” walk at the Occoquan wildlife refuge.  The Veterans Day walk is again scheduled for November 11 in Lake Ridge.
    e.  Lee Lepus, Dee Schrum.  A park walk is scheduled for April 15, with the trail designed by Roger Polhemus.

    f.  Peninsula Pathfinders, Shirley Boyd.  On April 8, there will be a walk in Hampton, and on June 3, the club will host a Trails Day walk at Newport News Park.  This walk will also feature a club picnic, so bring a dish to share; drinks will be provided.  
    g.  The Bad Pennies, Francine York.  A Canada coast-to-coast trip is scheduled for July 16-29.  Sign up by the end of March for a $50 discount.
    h.  Pentagon Pacesetters, Jim Geith.  Nothing to report.

    i.  AAWC,  Nancy Stenger.  Antietam had 200 participants over the 3 days of the AR conference.
    j.  Other.  
· Sign up for VVA seasonals.
· Nancy described a brochure that referred people to the Internet or to the Starting Point for written directions to walks.  Delegate feedback was that brochures should stand alone.
10.  Next Meeting:  Saturday, June 10, 2006, 1:00, in conjunction with the Northern Virginia Volkssporters event.   Nancy will work with Tom Baerwald on a location.
11.  Adjournment:  There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 1:55 p.m.  The delegates approved the motion.

Respectfully submitted,

Cecilia Miner, VVA Secretary
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