Virginia Volkssport Association

Minutes of General Membership Meeting

April 28, 2002
1)
Call to Order.  The General Membership Meeting of the Virginia Volkssport Association was called to order at 12:30 PM at The Dorothy Hart Community Center, 408 Canal Street, in Fredericksburg, Virginia. President Fred Lopez expressed the Association’s thanks to Peter Sniffin of the Germanna Volkssport Association for arranging the location for the meeting.

2)
Officers Present: Fred Lopez, President; Gin Armacost, Treasurer; and Joe Turlo, Secretary.

Club Delegates: Don Bradford, Gator Volksmarsch Club; James Geith, Pentagon Pacesetters; Doug DeVoe, Wood & Dale Wanderers; Annette Tollett, Walking Scouts (and Peninsula Pathfinders); Betty Canoles, Lee Lepus Volksverband; Tom Baerwald, Northern Virginia Volksmarchers; Peter Sniffin, Germanna Volksport Association.

Guests: Tim and Celia Miner.

3)
VVA President’s Remarks: 


Fred Lopez reminded the club delegates that postage rates would be increasing after June 30th. Clubs which place stamped envelopes in year-round event start boxes should note this date.


The AVA Executive Council has approved the Cherry Hill, New Jersey site for the 2005 AVA convention.


Ron Looper (ronlooper@aol.com), President of the Maryland State Volkssport Association has requested volunteers to help with the 2005 convention. Jim Geith has volunteered to coordinate the workers at the convention.


Joan Lampart (jmlampart@aol.com), Mid Atlantic Regional Director, will consider presentations for future convention sites.


AVA award nominations should be sent to Patty Proulx (jcp1607@monad.net) Northeast Regional Director.


Shirley Lindberg (sdlindberg@attbi.com), AVA Vice President, is leading a committee to consider fee increases for AVA activities. Fee increases are likely. The last increase in fees was in 1993. Changes are being considered for participation fees, sanctioning fees, book prices, and club dues to the AVA. Contact Shirley with any comments or suggestions.


Event stamps will be sent to the club’s mailing address 3 or 4 weeks before the scheduled day of the event. If the stamp has not been received within 2 weeks of the event, the AVA should be contacted. Fred Lopez, Nancy Stenger, Ron Looper, and Joan Lampart have stamps on hand for emergency use.

 

4)
Guest Speaker / New IML event in Washington. Tim Miner announced that the Reserve Officers Association (ROA) would be hosting the first U.S.  FreedomWalk Festival on September 28th and 29th, 2002. Both the International Marching League (IML) and the AVA will sanction this two-day event.  The start point will be at the national headquarters building of the Reserve Officers Association, 1 Constitution Avenue NE, Washington DC. Trails of 6, 12, or 20 kilometers will be offered both days. Participants may register individually or as teams of at least 8 members. College ROTC and high school JROTC cadet units will be invited to participate as teams. Volkssport clubs, police units, and other groups are also eligible for the team award.  Teams must start, pass checkpoints, and finish together. The award for completing any trail on either day is the US FreedomWalk Medal and citation certificate signed by the executive director of the ROA and the presidents of the AVA and the IVV.  Individuals walking all 20 kilometers on both days will receive a bronze star on their medals. Teams and units walking all 20 kilometers on both days with at least 90 percent of the starting group completing will be able to wear a silver star device.  Teams and units will also earn a streamer for their flag.  Beginning in 2003, a gold star will honor those completing 42-kilometer distances. The ROA is working to have this medal and ribbon accepted for official cadet uniform wear.  Promotion of this event should give volksmarching some favorable publicity. While the ROA will host the event, mid-level support help is needed to instruct the workers on Volksport procedures.  To volunteer, contact Tim Miner at (703) 583-2936. More information is available by e-mailing requests to  USFreedomWalk@aol.com.
5)
Approval of  Minutes.  A motion was made by Don Bradford to approve the minutes of the February 23, 2001 meeting. Second by Tom Baerwald. Motion passed.

6)
Treasurer’s Report.  Gin Armacost reported a balance of $3352.37 as of 4/24/02. For the period 7/1/01-4/24/02, the Association had income $40.30 greater than expenses. The report was accepted and filed.
7)
Old Business: 

AVA Website: The Association has received a note from AVA President, Nancy Stenger, in thanks for the $251 contribution towards the website development project.

VVA Achievement Awards: Fred Lopez distributed the VVA Achievement Awards to the club delegates to carry back to their members.

VVA Website: Fred Lopez reminded the club delegates that donations were required to support the VVA website. A letter has been drafted requesting donations from the clubs that have not yet contributed. The Wood & Dale Wanderers were thanked for their recent contribution

VVA Seasonals: Don Bradford proposed a regular event at Kenbridge (Lunenburg County) for Labor Day weekend, which would tie in with the four seasonals at Lawrenceville (Brunswick County), Jarratt (Greensville & Sussex Counties), Courtland (Southampton County) and Suffolk (City). 

Atlantic Region Conference: Seventy-five people participated in the conference, held at Williamsburg, on March 15th, 16th, and 17th.  One hundred twenty people walked at Williamsburg and Jamestown and one hundred thirty at Camp Chickahominy.

AVA Record Books:  Record books may be held in a child’s name. Only event credit should be recorded until the child actually walks for distance credit.
8)
New Business: 

Awards: AVA Achievement Award forms are in the clubs policy manual. Nominations are due in November. IVV Award forms are available from Lynn Clark.

Year Round Events: Event renewals are due by August 1st. Submit a draft brochure to Fred with the renewal request. Include a copy of the directions if there are any changes to the trail.

McLean: This event is on again for 2003. There will be a flat fee of $100 for the site rental. An Octoberfest walk is planned for McLean this fall. Details are not yet available.

Fort Belvoir: The Boy Scout event for May at Fort Belvoir has been cancelled. An event is sanctioned at Fort Belvoir for July 4th, 5th, and 6th.

AVA Executive Council: The next AVA Executive Council meeting will be held on August 31st, in Montpelier, Ohio, at the OH-MICH-IANA events.

AVA President’s Walk: The AVA President’s Walk will be at Herndon Community Center, on July 4th. Start time is from 10AM till 3PM. Food will be available from noon till 4PM.

Event Workers: Workers who receive event credit must be included in the after-action report. The $.50 fee must be paid for these participants.
9)
Club Reports:

Wood & Dale Wanderers, Doug DeVoe; May 4th walk at Leesylvania State Park.    October 19th fall walk at Prince William Forest Park. YRE’s are ahead of last year. The club is seeing more walkers, and fewer free walkers.

Peninsula Pathfinders, Annette Tollett;  May 4th,walk to the Wall That Heals, the Vietnam Memorial replica, at Hampton.    June 1st, walk at Beaverdam Park in Gloucester County on National Trails Day.    June 15th, bus trip to 3 Washington DC YRE’s.   August 17th,picnic event at Fort Eustis.   2nd weekend in October, Tidewater Trek.

Walking Scouts, Annette Tollett;  September, walk from American Legion in Hampton will feature a new trail. November, date change, walk will be on Saturday Nov.2nd, not Sunday Nov.3rd as listed on AVA website. November walk will be new trail at Newport News Park.

Lee Lepus Volksverband, Betty Canoles; April 20th event in Chesterfield had about 45 walkers.   October 19th walk will be at Flowerdew Hundred, near Hopewell in Prince George County. This is a private plantation. Historical interpreters will be available to inform walkers. There is a $4 admission fee. The patch will feature a windmill design.


Germanna Volkssport Association, Peter Sniffin; The club has changed its Constitution and Bylaws to allow club officers to serve for a two year minimum term. Peter has been re-elected as club President. The weekend event of April 27/28 at Fredericksburg had about 150 walkers. The Fredericksburg YRE,s has had at least 100 walkers so far this year. An event is being planned for late September or early October, possibly in Ashland, Virginia.


Northern Virginia Volksmarchers, Tom Baerwald; Three successful events so far this year. January event at Ballston had more than 500 walkers. March event at Occoquan Park had more than 300 walkers. The evening walk in April at Fairfax Station had more than 75 walkers. The new YRE  at the Alexandria Dyke Marsh has had over 100 walkers so far. The walk box at the Ballston YRE has “walked off” a couple of times. The new solution involves a 2 drawer file cabinet with extra weight in the bottom. Upcoming regular events: August 3rd and 4th at Fort Hunt Park. Will include 2 10K trails and a 32K bike route. A fall event on September 14th and 15th in conjunction with the 25th anniversary of Burke Center.  

Gator Volksmarsch Club, Don Bradford; April 27th NATOfest walks had fewer walkers than last year, but a lot more than in the past.  May 18th walk at Wards Corner, Norfolk will feature the Greek Cultural Festival. August 15th; a Thursday evening neighborhood walk. September 14; Norfolk Botanical Garden. October; Tidewater Trek.
10)
Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Virginia Volkssport Association will be on Saturday, August 3rd, 2002. The meeting will start at 12:30PM at Picnic Area B, Fort Hunt Park, near Alexandria, in Fairfax County, Virginia. This will be the start point for The Northern Virginia Volksmarchers’ walk. We plan to walk the trail before the meeting.

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Peter Sniffin and seconded by Annette Tollett. The meeting was adjourned at 1:50PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Joe Turlo, Secretary
