Virginia Volkssport Association
Minutes of General Membership Meeting

September 6, 2003
1)
Call to Order:  The General Membership Meeting of the Virginia Volkssport Association was called to order at 12:30 PM at The Culpeper Visitor Center, 109 South Commerce Street, Culpeper, Virginia.  Nancy Stenger of The All American Walking Club had made the arrangements for the meeting.

2)
Officers Present:  Fred Lopez, President; Patty Mead, Vice-President; Gin Armacost, Treasurer; and Joe Turlo, Secretary.

Club Delegates:  Shirley Boyd, Peninsula Pathfinders; Nancy Stenger, All-American Walking Club; Don Bradford, Gator Volksmarsch Club; Bob Wright, Loudoun Walking and Volkssport Club; Larry Lisle, Fort Belvoir MWR; Bill Pile, Wood & Dale Wanderers; Susan Knick, Germanna Volkssport Association; Dee Schrum, Lee Lepus Volksverband ; Tom Baerwald, Northern Virginia Volksmarchers; James Geith, Pentagon Pacesetters. 

Guests:  Adam Walsh, Gator Volksmarsch Club; Andy Armano, Peninsula Pathfinders; Joan Lampart, Atlantic Regional Director; Rachael Knick, Germanna Volkssport Association; Betty Canoles, Lee Lepus Volksverband.

3)
VVA President’s Remarks:

Convention:  Fred Lopez complimented the 2003 Convention Committee for an excellent job.  The walks and the weather conditions were great.

AVA Awards:  Fred Lopez congratulated the following individuals who were recognized for their service to the AVA at the convention. 

Jim Geith – Pentagon Pacesetters  - IVV Merit Pin – Bronze

Tim Miner – US Freedom Fest Walk Club – Ted Ballman Memorial Award for Youth Volkssports

Dan Horne – Gator Volksmarsch Club - AVA Distinguished Achievement Award

Dee Schrum – Lee Lepus Volksverband – AVA Distinguished Achievement Award

Gin Armacost – Pentagon Pacesetters – AVA Meritorious Service Award

Pat Mead – Peninsula Pathfinders – AVA Meritorious Service Award

Award Nominations:  Please submit nominations for VVA Achievement Awards no later than March 1, 2004.  Clubs should also consider nominating individuals for AVA Awards to be awarded in 2005.  Fred can answer any questions about award qualifications and any past awards a person may have received.

Year Round Events:  Approved sanction requests for 2004 were distributed to the club delegates.

4)
Approval of Minutes.  Bob Wright made several requests for changes and /or additions to the previously distributed minutes of the June 8th meeting.  Delegates at the meeting received a printed copy of these requests.

a)
Section 6f:  Additional information was requested to be included.  There being no objection, the request was approved by the delegates.

b)
Section 7d:  A spelling correction and additional clarification was requested.  There was no objection to the spelling correction.  Discussion involved determining whether the minutes gave the readers adequate information.  The request was rejected by the delegates, but the spelling correction will be included in the amended minutes.

c)
Section 7e:  Additional information was requested to be included.  There being no objection, the request was approved by the delegates.

d)
Section 7e (1):  Additional clarification was requested.  Discussion involved determining whether all points stated in oral arguments at the meeting needed to be in the minutes. The request was rejected by the delegates.

e)
Section 8:  Additional information was requested to be included.  There being no objection, the request was approved by the delegates.

f)
Section 9:  Additional information was requested to be included.  There being no objection, the request was approved by the delegates.

g)
Section 10:  The previously submitted request for additional information was withdrawn.

A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as amended.  The delegates passed the motion with one abstention.  Copies of the amended minutes will be distributed to the delegates as soon as possible.

5)
Treasurer’s Report.  Gin Armacost reported a balance of $3771.84 as of 9/6/03.  A question was asked concerning club donations to the VVA website support.  Fred Lopez stated that the contributions were usually made at the December meeting.  The report was accepted and filed.
6)
Old Business:

a)
2003 Seasonals:  Participation so far has been about 42 persons per event.  Delegates are reminded that requests for credit stamps for these events must be received at the VVA mailing address by October 5th.  The stamps will be returned on October 7th.  A few stamped insert cards will be held for possible late arriving requests.
b)
2004 Seasonals:  Events are planned for Orange County, Greene County, Madison County, and Rappahannock County.  Another seasonal event will begin operation in Appomattox on June 1st.  This event will be converted to a Year Round Event in 2005. 
c)
VVA Year Round Events:  All six of the current Year Round Events will be continued.
d)
VVA Old Post Office Event:  This event will be held on the third weekend of December.  There will be day and night walks.  Participants should be prepared for a security check, which will include x-ray of carried bags. 
e)
Nominating Committee Report:  Don Bradford reported that the Nominating Committee would recommend Nancy Stenger for the office of VVA President, Shirley Boyd for the office of VVA Vice-President, and Jim Geith for the office of VVA Treasurer.  No candidate has been found for the office of VVA Secretary at this time. Members interested in serving in this office, or having suggestions of possible candidates, should contact Nominating Committee members Don Bradford (dblbdb@whro.net), or Doug DeVoe (dougblue@earthlink.net).  Candidates for office must be a member in good standing of any AVA sanctioned club in Virginia.  The candidate must also live in Virginia, or within 25 miles of the Virginia border.  Elections will be held at the December meeting in Williamsburg.
f)
Report on 2003 Convention:  Fred Lopez reported that the convention delegates had rejected the proposed changes to the AVA Bylaws concerning payment of annual dues by State Organizations.  Specifically, the proposed changes to Article III, Section 3.1(b) and Article III, Section 3.6 (d)(1) were voted down.  The other proposed changes to Article III, Section 3.2, to Article V, Section 5.6(d), and to Article IX were approved by the convention delegates.
7)
New Business: 
a)
Next Meeting:  The fourth quarter meeting of the Virginia Volkssport Association will be held at 1:30PM on Saturday, December 13th 2003 at The Clarion Inn, Merrimack Trail, Williamsburg, Virginia.  The Peninsula Pathfinders will be sponsoring their annual event at this location.  We will plan to walk the trail before the meeting. 
b)
Resolution Regarding Minutes:  Don Bradford made a motion to resolve that the minutes of the quarterly meetings should include a general summary of any discussions rather than a detailed point-by-point account.  Nancy Stenger seconded the motion.  The motion was passed by the delegates.
c)
ActionAid Charity Walk:  Bill Pile reported that Doug DeVoe had been contacted by Ben Shachlock (benshacklock@yahoo.com) from Portsmouth, England.  Ben is planning to walk from Washington DC to Miami, Florida.  Ben plans to arrive in Washington on October 10th.  Ben’s note says, “any advice or assistance … would be gratefully received.”  Fred Lopez said that he would contact Ben to ask him specifically what type of assistance he is requesting.
d)
Proof of Insurance Paperwork:  Tom Baerwald reported that he had some trouble obtaining a Proof of Insurance Certificate from AVA Headquarters.  The Electronic Sanction Request forms do not include Proof of Insurance.  Until further notice, Proof of Insurance and New Balance Gift Certificates should be requested using the old paper forms.
8)
Club Reports:
Lee Lepus Volksverband, Dee Schrum; The club will host an October 18th Bob Taylor Memorial event at Pochahontas State Park. There is also a Year Round Event at this location.

Wood & Dale Wanderers, Bill Pile; The club will continue to work with the Loudoun Walking and Volkssport Club to sponsor events on National Trails Day.  Next year, the walk will again be at Leesylvania State Park.

Loudoun Walking and Volkssport Club, Bob Wright; There will be a walk on September 27 at the Lovettsville Octoberfest.

Northern Virginia Volksmarchers, Tom Baerwald; The club will sponsor walks at Falls Church on October 4th and 5th and in Fairfax on December 21st.

 

All American Walking Club, Nancy Stenger; The club will host a September 13th walk in Cherry Hill NJ as a fund raiser for the 2005 Convention Committee.  November 15-16 at Warrenton, Virginia.  The award for the Old Post Office event will be the 2nd Christmas stamp design.

Pentagon Pacesetters, Jim Geith; The club will host an event at Mount Vernon again next year.

Gator Volksmarsch Club, Don Bradford; September 13th, event at Norfolk Botanical Garden. September 27th on Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel.  October will be Tidewater Trek in co-operation with Pathfinders and Lee Lepus.  November 1st, new walk route for Waverly Peanut Festival. 

Peninsula Pathfinders, Shirley Boyd; Global Walk planned for Langley Air Force Base on September 20th.  Tidewater Trek on October 11th and 12th.  Annual Williamsburg walks on December 12th and 13th. VVA meeting will be at Williamsburg event. 

Germanna Volkssport Association, Susan Knick; October 25-26 walk in conjunction with Fredericksburg’s 275th Anniversary.  The walk will feature civil war sites, and historic cemeteries.  There will be re-enactors and tour guides in the walk area.  A new Year Round Event is planned for Ashland next year.

9)
Regional Directors Report:
Freedom Walk:  Joan Lampart and Tim Miner visited the Surgeon General and received his support for the Freedom Walks in Washington DC.

Next Regional Director:  Joan is in her second term as Regional Director.  It is time to start thinking about who will succeed her.  VVA members should consider running for the office.

2nd Atlantic Region Walking Conference:  Will be held at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, March 25-26-27,2004.

YRE Boxes:  In preparation for additional visitors to our region expected during the convention in 2005, Joan is asking for volunteers to check the Walk Boxes of the Year Round Events, and to report to the clubs any which need improvement.

Regional Director Awards:  Clubs are asked to nominate at least one person for a Regional Director Award.  The nominations should be submitted to Joan by December 31st.

Regional Director’s Meeting:  The next Regional Director’s Meeting will be at the events in Hershey, Pennsylvania on November 29th, 2003.

10)
President’s Closing Remarks:  Fred Lopez distributed copies of the report on AVA Awards Presented at the 13th Biennial Convention this year.  The information in the report can be used as a guideline for award nominations for the 2005 Convention.

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Gin Armacost and seconded by Nancy Stenger.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:30PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Joe Turlo, Secretary

