Virginia Volksport Association

Minutes of General Membership Meeting

August 3, 2002

1) Call to Order.  The General Membership Meeting of the Virginia Volksport Association was called to order at 12:30 PM at Fort Hunt Park in Alexandria, Virginia. President Fred Lopez expressed the Association’s thanks to Tom Andrew and Tom Baerwald of the Northern Virginia Volksmarchers for arranging the location for the meeting.

2) Officers Present: Fred Lopez, President; Gin Armacost, Treasurer; and Joe Turlo, Secretary.

Club Delegates: Francine York, Bad Pennies; Tom Andrew, Northern Virginia Volksmarchers; Doug DeVoe, Wood & Dale Wanderers; Ron Hamner, Pentagon Pacesetters; Peter Sniffin, Germanna Volksport Association; Shirley Boyd, Peninsula Pathfinders; Don Bradford, Gator Volksmarsch Club.

Guests: Andy Armano, Peninsula Pathfinders; Jim Geith, Pentagon Pacesetters; Tom Baerwald, Northern Virginia Volksmarchers; Ron Looper, AVA Convention 2005 Committee; Tim and Celia Miner, US Freedom Walk Festival.

3) VVA President’s Remarks: 

· Fred Lopez introduced the topic of local club walks in conjunction with the 2005 Convention in Cherry Hill, PA. There will be events on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at the Convention. Profits for these events will go to the AVA. A schedule has been proposed for local clubs in the Atlantic Region to hold walks on the Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday before the Convention and on the Saturday and Sunday following the Convention. Profits from these events would go to the local clubs. Fred then introduced Tom Baerwald of the Northern Virginia Volksmarchers, and a member of the 2005 Convention Committee. 

4) Guest Speaker / Tom Baerwald / Convention 2005 : Tom told the delegates that the Convention Committee was trying to get local clubs to play an active role in the Convention activities. The proposed local club walks will provide an incentive for the clubs to participate. It is anticipated that people coming to the Convention will be traveling through other states in our Region. The local walks are an opportunity for the clubs to make some money by attracting these travelers. The proposed dates for walks in Virginia, West Virginia, and Washington, DC are June 20th and 21st, the Saturday and Sunday before the Convention. It is also proposed that the clubs be asked to share a portion of their profits from these events with the AVA Convention Committee.
Discussion followed: 

Tom Andrew pointed out that some locations were more suitable for weekend, rather than weekday events, because of parking and other reasons

Ron Looper said that the marketing and publicity for the Convention would feature the idea of “Ten days of great events”. The Convention Committee will provide publicity for the local club walks in exchange for a share of the profits.

Fred Lopez asked if the Convention Committee would handle registration for the local events. The answer was not known at this time.
5) Guest Speaker / Tim Miner / US FreedomWalk: Tim Miner told us that the goal of the U.S. FreedomWalk Festival, on September 28th and 29th, would be  to introduce new walkers to our activities. The activity will be called a “walking sports event”. There will be a choice of 6K, 12K, or 20K trails. The walk route past the memorials and government buildings of Washington, DC can be considered a “Patriotic Pilgrimage”. The event award will be a high quality medal designed to be worn with military uniforms. It will also be appropriate for High School Cadets, Boy Scouts, etc. IVV President, Odd Ivar Ruud, will participate in the event. After three years, the walk can be accepted as an International Marching League (IML) event. It is planned for IML sanction in 2006. Canada and the US are the only two countries allowed to have two events, because of our large geographical areas. It is planned to use an embassy as one of the checkpoints. There may possibly be a helicopter display at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on the walk route. The walk should also appeal to those who are looking for longer distance events.
Comments:

Fred Lopez said that the VVA would sanction a Welcome Walk on Friday afternoon, September 27th. AVA President, Nancy Stenger, will pay the sanction fee. Proceeds from the walk will be donated to the 2005 Convention Committee. 

Peter Sniffin asked for clarification about AVA credit for the event. The event will be “Award Only”, no “credit only” or “free walkers” will be accepted.

6) Approval of  Minutes.  A motion was made by Shirley Boyd to approve the minutes of the April 28, 2002 meeting. Second by Doug DeVoe. Motion passed.

7) Treasurer’s Report.  Gin Armacost reported a balance of $3461.87 as of 6/30/02. For the period 7/1/01-6/30/02, the Association had income $149.80 greater than expenses. On 8/2/02 the bank balance was $3729.87. Income for the period 7/1/02-8/2/02 was $268 greater than expenses. The report was accepted and filed. Gin stated that the required reports to the VVA were complete and would be filed after receiving the necessary signatures at this meeting.
8) Old Business: 
· Achievement Awards: March 1, 2003 is the deadline for submitting nominations for VVA Achievement Awards. 
· AVA Achievement Awards will be presented at the 2003 Convention. 
· Nominations for Distinguished Achievement Awards should be submitted to Joan Lampart, Regional Director.
· Nominations for AVA President’s Awards should be submitted to Nancy Stenger, who will bring them to the Executive Council for action.
· Nominations for IVV Awards should be submitted to the Regional Director, who will bring them to the Executive Council for action.
· VVA Seasonals: Fred Lopez reminded the delegates that the stamp for the VVA Seasonal walks would be returned October 7th, at 5PM. Anyone requesting walk credit after that time will receive insert cards.
9) New Business: 
· AVA Book Procedures: Fred Lopez told the delegates that AVA headquarters has been having some problems with the new procedure for handling credit books. Participants are no longer required to send their previous book along with their just completed book when requesting the next level of award. The problem is that “carryover distance” has not been entered into the computer. “Carryover distance” is distance credit contained in the previous book, which was in excess of the distance required for the last award level. The problem is with distance books only. Carryover distance is now being recorded in the “IVV Record of Achievement” book. It was suggested that if a person has not sent in a distance book since the year 2000, it would probably be wise to send in the previous book.
· VVA December Walk: There will be both day and night walks, starting from the Old Post Office in Washington DC.  The sanction request will be submitted shortly. The walks will be the 3rd weekend in December, the weekend after the Williamsburg events.
· Year Round Events: Fred noted that some Year Round Event Start Boxes were not as neat as they should be. We need to reorder patches for the VVA Year Round Events.
· Seasonal Events for 2003: Fred suggested the Northern Neck area for County Walks next year. He asked that members contact him with suggestions for possible trails.
· AVA Executive Council: The next AVA Executive Council meeting will be held on August 31st, in Montpelier, Ohio, at the OH-MICH-IANA events.

· AVA Fees: Nothing has yet been decided about changes to the AVA fee structure. Although a memo has come out from committee member Dennis Michael, there are dissenting opinions on the committee. The issue will be discussed at the AVA Executive Council meeting on Labor Day weekend. 

10) Club Reports:
· Northern Virginia Volksmarchers, Tom Andrew; September 14th and 15th, a Community Outreach walk celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Burke Center development. A Christmas walk will be held on Sunday, December 22nd in Fairfax. 
· Wood & Dale Wanderers, Doug DeVoe; October 19th walk at Prince William Forest Park. A National Heritage Event. There are also two Year Round Events at the same location. There is a $5 entrance fee at the park.
· Peninsula Pathfinders, Shirley Boyd; August 17th will be the club’s picnic walk at Fort Eustis. A picture ID is required to get on the base. Tidewater Trek will be October 12th and 13th at Newport News Park.
· Gator Volksmarsch Club, Don Bradford; Delivered copy of new club bylaws, officer update, sanction requests and new Year Round brochure to President Fred Lopez. August 15th, Thursday evening walk in Ghent. Labor Day Weekend, Kenbridge walk to co-ordinate with county seasonal events. September 14th walk at Norfolk Botanical Garden. September 28th walk at Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel.                

· Germanna Volksport Association, Peter Sniffin; October 19th and 20th, the first ever Volksmarch in Ashland, Virginia. The route will include the historic downtown area and the campus of Randolph-Macon College. Club membership is up. The new members are all active walkers. The club has been doing Saturday morning walks on the first and third Saturdays of the month. This is a 5 kilometer and breakfast event. A person who has some old German Volksport medals available has contacted Peter. Peter asked if there was any interest in these items. It was suggested that they would be excellent “B” medals.

· Pentagon Pacesetters, Ron Hamner; Walk at Mount Vernon, August 24th and 25th. The walk at Manassas has been cancelled due to costs associated with the start point.  A new Year Round Event will be sanctioned at Huntley Meadows Park in Alexandria, which will feature 10, 11, and 20-kilometer routes. November 17th and 18th, walk at the Pentagon.  
· Lee Lepus Volksverband, Dee Schrum; October 19th walk at Flowerdew Hundred. This is a new walk and is the first time a volksmarch has been allowed at this site. Historical Interpreters will speak with walkers at the checkpoint. Next year, the club will have a spring walk in Midlothian, and a fall walk at Pochahontas State Park. The fall event will be in memory of club member Bob Taylor, recently deceased as the result of an accident. The award for this event will feature Bob’s “GOWALKIN” license tag. Sanction requests were turned in to Fred Lopez at this time.
· Bad Pennies, Francine York; Adventure #26, October 12th thru 15th, is still available. This trip will be going to Las Vegas, with other walks at Death Valley, CA, Boulder City, NV, and St. George, UT.
· Loudoun Walking & Volksmarch Club, written report from Bob Wright summarized by VVA Secretary, Joe Turlo; A second Year Round Event will be added in Leesburg next year, as well as a new one in Purcellville. Summer group walk of Leesburg YRE will be September 7th at 8 AM from South Street Under Deli. September 28th, walk in Lovettsville in conjunction with Oktoberfest. October 12th, walk at Tarara Winery, Lucketts. Wine tasting available for an extra fee.
11) Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Virginia Volksport Association will be on Saturday, December 14th, 2002. The meeting will start at 12:30PM at the Ramada Inn Historic District, 500 Merrimack Trail, Williamsburg, Virginia. This will be the start point for the Peninsula Pathfinder’s walking events.  We plan to walk the trail before the meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Joe Turlo, Secretary
