Virginia Volkssport Association

General Membership Meeting

December 8, 2001

Minutes

1) Call to Order.  The General Membership meeting of the Virginia Volkssport Association was called to order by President Fred Lopez at 1:30 PM at the Ramada Inn Historic Area in Williamsburg, Virginia. President Fred Lopez expressed his appreciation to Shirley Boyd and the Peninsula Pathfinders for providing the meeting space for the VVA meeting.
  

2) Officers Present:  Fred Lopez, President; Gin Armacost, Treasurer; and Diane Evans, Secretary.

Club Delegates: Jim Geith, Pentagon Pacesetters; Bob Holt, Northern Virginia Volksmarchers; Don Bradford, Gator Volksmarsch Club; Doug DeVoe, Wood and Dale Wanderers; Bob Wright, Loudoun Walking Club; Peter Sniffin, Germanna Volkssport Association; Dee Schrum, Lee Lepus Volksverband; Shirley Boyd, Peninsula Pathfinders; Annette Tollett, Walking Scouts. 

Guests: Joan Lampart, Atlantic Region Director; Ron Looper, Maryland Volkssport Association; Tom Baerwald , Northern Virginia Volksmarchers; Elsbeth Holt, Northern Virginia Volksmarchers; Joe Turlo, Gator Volksmarsch Club; Bob Simonsen, Peninsula Pathfinders; Mark Arbeen, Pentagon Pacesetters; Lorance R. Lisle, Pentagon Pacesetters; Lorance D. Lisle, Ft. Belvoir MWR.

3) Guest Introductions and Remarks  

Joan Lampart, Atlantic Region Director

· Joan expressed her thanks to the clubs and volkssporters in Virginia who attended her Regional Meeting held on October 27th in Rehoboth Beach, DE.
· Joan requested all VVA clubs include her on their newsletter mailing list so she could keep informed of club activities and news.
· Joan encouraged clubs to write articles about their upcoming events or YREs for The American Wanderer to publicize the Atlantic Region nationwide. 
· Joan reminded clubs of the group email list, ARNEWS, used to share ideas within the Atlantic Region and solicit recommendations/help from other area clubs. To subscribe you need to send an email message to majordomo@mdvolks.org and in the body of your email message put the sentence ‘subscribe arnews.’ If you need assistance please contact Bill Guion at bguion@us.net. 
· Joan stated the next Executive Council meeting will be held on January 18-19 in Mesa AZ. If you have any issues you would like presented on your behalf please forward to Joan. She will be presenting to the EC the Atlantic Region’s choice of venue for the AVA Biennial Convention in 2005.
· Joan described the first Atlantic Region Director Conference scheduled for March 14 -17 in Williamsburg, VA. Various workshops will be offered and targeted to the walker as well as the non-walker. If you are able to assist with the Conference, please contact Joan.

Ron Looper, MVA President and AVA Convention 2005 Chair. 
· Ron agreed with Fred and details on AVA Convention 2005 meeting held just prior to current VVA meeting will be discussed later in the agenda under ‘Old Business.’

4) VVA President’s Remarks.  
· Fred Lopez, stated the VVA has had a pretty good year despite the economic downturn. 
· The Union Station walk was not held this year due to the lack of approval from Union Station to host the annual event. The lack of approval was most likely a result of September, 11th and security concerns. The VVA will re-apply to Union Station for 2002 as well as concurrently look for another hotel with a meeting room as a possible start/finish point. Postal Museum and the Capital City Brewery were discussed as possibilities. Unfortunately the Brewery is not open at 7AM but certainly would serve well as an evening walk. 
· Fred emphasized the need for clubs to plan ahead (at least a week) when submitting brochures for his approval. Club’s can not submit the brochure the day before they want to go to press and expect approval that same day.  
· The YRE numbers are down as all over, BUT clubs need to perform some housekeeping procedures on their YRE start boxes. Some of the boxes are in pretty bad shape and need to be replaced and/or restocked. Clubs need to consider the effect of their start boxes on new walkers and people from out of the area.

5) Approval of Minutes.  Motion made by Don Bradford, Gator Volksmarsch Club, to approve the minutes of the August 4, 2001 meeting. Peter Sniffin, Germanna Volkssport Association, seconded the motion. Motion passed.
6) Treasurer’s Report.  
· The treasurer’s report was read and filed. Association has a balance of $2,693.55 as of November 30th. 
· Gin Armacost reminded clubs web site donations are due the end of December. Donations to the VVA website have been received from: Pentagon Pacesetters, Walking Scouts, Peninsula Pathfinders, Loudoun Walking and Volkssport Club, Germanna Volkssport Association, Lee Lepus Volksverband, Northern Virginia Volksmarchers, and the Wood and Dale Wanderers. If a club has not sent their donation, please send to Fred Lopez ASAP. 
· VVA will need assistance with the McLean walk on February 9th as the Armacost-Geith household will not be available to assist as they have done at past McLean walks.

7) Old Business
a) Convention 2005 Update 
Ron Looper informed everyone Cherry Hill, NJ was recommended as the venue for the 2005 convention. The site was unanimously approved by the committee. The recommendation will be presented by Joan Lampart at the Executive Council meeting on January 19 in Mesa AZ. Anyone interested in volunteering for the Convention Committee is advised to contact either Ron Looper or Joan Lampart of their interest and preferred committee. The next Convention 2005 Committee Meeting is scheduled for January 27th, Noon, at the National Science Foundation (NSF) building located across the street from the Northern Virginia Volksmarcher’s event at the Ballston Commons Mall in Arlington VA. Directions to the NSF building are attached.
b) VVA Year Round Events 
VVA will host 5 Year Round events for 2002 – Winchester, Lexington, Charlottesville, Roanoke and Douthat State Park (seasonal  in 2002). Fred passed around the 2002 award for the events. It is a ‘Friends of the Chesapeake’ License plate with all 5 YREs listed. Participation for the 2001 YREs at the end of the 3rd quarter were noticeably down due to the economy: Lexington – 42; Charlottesville – 69; Roanoke – 50; and Winchester – 81. Fred expects the majority of the YREs participation figures to have increased by now. Most of the header patches have been sold but the bars did not sell thus the transition for the 2002 award to list all 5 YREs on one patch. We currently have 50 on hand but can re-order if necessary.

c) VVA Seasonals  
VVA will host 4 Seasonal events for 2002 – Jarratt (2 county walk), Lawrenceville, City of Suffolk, and Courtland. All registration for seasonals are done by mail. If a club is interested in sanctioning a regular weekend event in a nearby county, Fred will be at the event with the seasonal stamps. VVA did better on the 2001 seasonals than expected: Douthat State Park – 15; Harrisonburg – 60 registered with 47 completing; Luray – 67 registered with 50 completing; Front Royal – 63 registered with 47 completing; and Staunton – 60 registered with 40 completing. Participants did not read the instructions returned with their registration materials which stated the seasonal event stamps would be returned 10 days after the ending date of the event. New brochure for 2002 will state return date of stamp and the use of insert cards if event/distance books not submitted before return date of stamp. Bob Wright recommended the statement also be included at the end of the trail directions.
d) VVA Achievement Awards  

Nominations for VVA Achievement Awards are due March 1, 2002. Awards are a way for clubs to recognize their volunteers. A club can nominate no more than 10% of the club’s membership with a minimum of 5 nominations. Clubs can nominate businesses which do not count in the total individual nominations. No justification needed – just the person’s name.

e) McLean Event  

McLean event is scheduled for February 9th and will probably be the last February event. The Community Center has requested a walk in October in conjunction with their annual Oktoberfest activity. February event needs volunteers to assist Nancy and Fred. If you can assist, please contact Fred.

8) New Business
a) Meeting Dates for 2003   

1st Quarter – February 23, Richmond VA, 12:30 PM at Lee Lepus hosted YRE at Legend’s Brewery. If interested in walking the YRE before the meeting you can join a group starting at 10:00 AM.

2nd Quarter – April 28, Fredericksburg VA, 12:30 PM at the Germanna Volkssport Association event held at the Hart Community Center.

3rd Quarter – August 3, Alexandria VA, 12:30 PM at the Northern Virginia Volkmarching Club event held at Fort Hunt. Specific details on meeting location provided at a later date.

4th Quarter – December 14, Williamsburg VA, 1:30 PM at the Peninsula Pathfinders event held at the Ramada Inn Historic Williamsburg.

b) Other New Business
VVA Web Page – Diane Evans suggested clubs should confirm addresses and phone numbers, especially area codes, posted on the club listing of the VVA web page.

Starting Point – Doug DeVoe suggested clubs should include email address in YRE listing so participants can contact them to confirm info posted in book. Hours and locations change and even though The American Wanderer includes changes they are not always the most current. Fred emphasized individuals check well ahead before traveling any great distance to prevent undue disappointments.
AVA President Sponsored Walks in Virginia – AVA President Nancy Stenger is sponsoring two new YREs. One is in Culpeper and begins at the Culpeper Visitor Center and the other is in Chantilly and begins at the Ellanor Lawrence Park – Walney Visitor Center.

Club Officer Updates – Many clubs will be electing new officers for the beginning of the year. Please remember to send the Club Officer Update form to Fred, Joan Lampart and the AVA.

9) Club Reports
Peninsula Pathfinders, Shirley Boyd: Club has 119 members. Club is hosting a new 2002 YRE in Newport News beginning at the Mariner’s Museum. Club is planning a YRE kick off on January 12th. Jamestown, Yorktown and Williamsburg YREs renewed for 2002. For the two YREs on military installations – Fort Eustis and Fort Monroe – it will take awhile due to security precautions but you will be able to get on post. Club gave to 11 different charities in 2001. 

Gator Volksmarsch Club, Don Bradford: Club is hosting premier walking events in 2002. Don’t miss! April 27th is the Norfolk NATO Fest which includes a ferry ride and a walking loop in Portsmouth; and September 14 at the Norfolk Botanical Gardens. This year at the Botanical Gardens on November 10th we had 196 participants which included 86 free participants. We close out 2001 with our annual Smithfield New Year’s Eve walk, which this year is the cemetery/country trail. Club had 52 new members this year.

Lee Lepus Volksverband, Dee Schrum: Four YREs for 2002 with a new trail for the Richmond Monument walk. Participation at the Pocahontas YRE is down because it is out in the country but club is keeping the event for 2002. 2002 events include Chesterfield on April 20th and the Flowerdew Hundred on October 19th.

Germanna Volkssport Association, Peter Sniffin: Club membership continues to grow. Participation for both YREs is currently at 377, however regular event participation is down.

Loudoun Walking Club, Bob Wright: 2002 includes the renewal of the two current YREs and 3 of the 4 annual events have been sanctioned. Club is currently working on the details for the Tarara Winery event in 2002. Club extended their thanks for everyone’s patronage at their events - Leesburg had 250-300 participants and Claude Moore Park had 140 participants.

Wood and Dale Wanderers, Doug DeVoe: Club is offering an event on May 4, 2002 which will showcase ‘Spring Blossoms’ at Leesylvania State Park and another event on October 19, 2002 which will highlight ‘Fall Colors’ at Prince William Forest. The Prince William Forest event will offer a 5/10/15K trail. All 4 sponsored YREs will offer different trails in 2002. Participation is down and club is noticing less free walkers. Trying to increase club membership but some members worried about losing the social aspects of a small club. Fees for the start/finish points increasing since the club favors park walks over residential walks.
Northern Virginia Volksmarchers, Bob and Elsbeth Holt: All current YREs have been renewed for 2002. A new YRE is being offered in Alexandria starting at the Roy Rogers in the Belle Haven Shopping Center, where the club hosted a regular event this past year. It showcases the ‘Dyke Marsh’ area along the GW Parkway. 2002 events include: January 26-27 event at the Ballston Common Mall in Arlington; March 23-24 event at Occoquan Regional Park; August event at Fort Hunt; and a fall event continuing the W&OD series.
Pentagon Pacesetters, Jim Geith: No news received from Ron Hamner about upcoming activities. Until the Pentagon security level is raised, the club has no idea about future walks beginning at the Pentagon Officers Athletic Center (POAC). January 5th event at the Geith residence is the club’s next event and celebrates Gin Armacost’s and Jim Geith’s anniversary. Champagne glass ‘B’ Awards available and there will be a special beverage available for those individuals in attendance at this meeting.
Bad Pennies, Diane Evans: Election held at the beginning of December with Matt Pernick re-elected as President and Francine York elected as the new Vice President. Next publicized trip is the August trip to Canada. Brochures are out at events.

Fort Belvoir MWR, Lorance Lisle: Oktoberfest canceled and it is still tough to get on post. Hopefully they will be able to do the annual July 4th walk.
Walking Scouts, Annette Tollet: 2002 events include March 2nd in Newport News and the April event which was originally scheduled for the 13th has been moved to the 6th and will be in Gloucester in conjunction with the Daffodil Festival.  

10) Nominating Committee Report
Jim Geith, Nominating Committee Chair, reported the following candidates for office: President, Fred Lopez; Vice President, Patty Mead; Treasurer, Gin Armacost; Secretary, Joe Turlo. There were no nominations from the floor.

11) Elections. Secretary, Diane Evans, cast the ballot for all nominees for office. Approved unanimously by club delegates. 

Meeting was adjourned at 2:45 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Evans

Diane Evans, Secretary
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Virginia Volkssport Association (www.walkvirginia.com)

Officers and Club Delegates

January 1, 2002
	Officers

	President
Fred Lopez
14402 William Carr Ln
Centreville VA  20120-2813

H: (703)631-8512          W:              Fax: (703)631-8512
Email: walkvirgina@erols.com
	Vice President

Pat Mead

2522 Longview Ave SW #3

Roanoke VA  24014-1535

H: (540)342-0013          W: N/A

Email: pmead11629@aol.com

	Treasurer

Gin Armacost

9608 Ridge Ave

Fairfax VA  22030-1506

H: (703)352-9622          W: 

Email: jgwalkva@cox.rr.com 
	Secretary

Joe Turlo
6829 Gardner Drive
Norfolk VA  23518
H: (757)855-9650          W: 

Email: Jturlo@yahoo.com

	Club Delegates

	Boy Scout Troop 118, AVA-404 / VA-22
Delegate: Jeffrey Jensen

PO Box 543

Ft Belvoir VA  22060

H: (703) 781-4832          W:

Email: jeffre7521@aol.com

Web: 

Alternate Delegate:
	Ft Belvoir MWR Division, AVA-069 / VA-05
Delegate: Karen Bacorn

5820 21st St #109

Ft Belvoir VA  22060-5937

H:                        W: (703)805-3714

Email: Karen_c_bacorn@belvoir.army.mil
Web:

Alternate Delegate:

	Gator Volksmarsch Club, AVA-013 / VA-01
Delegate: Don Bradford

PO Box 62262

Virginia Beach VA  23466-2262

H: (757) 430-0694          W:

Email: dblbdb@whro.net
Web: www.gohamptonroads.com/community/
   Groups/gatorvolks/index.html

Alternate Delegate:
	German American Volks. Assoc, AVA-180 / VA-14
Delegate: Tom Worrell

106 Shirley Dr

Yorktown VA 23693-2209

H: (757)867-8878     W:

Email:  G-A-V-A@webtv.net
Web:

Alternate Delegate

	Germanna Volkssport Association, AVA-610 / VA-26
Delegate: Peter Sniffen

PO Box 7674

Fredericksburg VA  22404-7674

H: (540) 373-3773          W:

Email: royvans@fls.infi.net 

Web: 

Alternate Delegate:
	Lee Lepus Volksverband, AVA-027 / VA-02
Delegate: Dee Schrum

PO Box 2031

Petersburg VA 23804-1331

H: (804)768-0055     W:

Email:  schrumd@lee.army.mil
Web:

Alternate Delegate: Roger Polhemus

	Loudoun Walking & Volks. Club, AVA-892 / VA-31
Delegate: Bob Wright

43224 Cardston Place

Leesburg VA  20176-6459

H: (703)737-2175          W: 

Email: rcwright@erols.com
Web:

Alternate Delegate:
	NB Walking Wahoos, AVA-890 / VA-30
Delegate: Jim Norwood

2030 Rio Hill Center

Charlottesville VA  22901

H: (804)286-3489    W: (804)964-1616    Fax: 964-1617

Email: jim@newbalanceva.com
Web:

Alternate Delegate:

	Northern Virginia Volksmarchers, AVA-151 / VA-13
Delegate: Tom Andrew

PO Box 7096

Fairfax Station VA  22039-7096

H: (703)369-0268          W:

Email:  tandrew@erols.com
Web: www.pollow.com/nvvc/
Alternate Delegate:
	Peninsula Pathfinders, AVA-142 / VA-12
Delegate: Shirley Boyd

PO Box 7100

Hampton VA  23666-0100

H: (757)722-5637          W:

Email: walksboyd@aol.com
Web: group.gohamptonroads.com/Penpathfinders

Alternate Delegate:

	Pentagon Pacesetters, AVA-082 / VA-08
Delegate: Ron Hamner

PO Box 46089/The Pentagon

Washington DC  20050-6089

H: (703)822-1885          W:

Email: rparkham@aol.com
Web: www.der-adler.com/pacesett/pace.htm
Alternate Delegate: Gin Armacost
	The Bad Pennies, AVA-725 / VA-28
Delegate: Diane Evans

PO Box 2393

Merrifield VA  22116-2393

H: (703)620-5892          W:

Email: mpernick@cox.rr.com
Web: http://thebadpennies.freeyellow.com
Alternate Delegate: Matt Pernick

	Walking Scouts, AVA-365 / VA-19
Delegate: Sam Tollett

3 Delmont Ct

Hampton VA  23666-5508

H: (757)766-3065          W:

Email:  runsbears@yahoo.com
Web:

Alternate Delegate: Annette Tollett
	Wood & Dale Wanderers, AVA-306 / VA-18
Delegate: Doug DeVoe

PO Box 2422

Woodbridge VA  22193-2422

H: (703)680-4273          W:

Email: dougblue@earthlink.net
Web:

Alternate Delegate: Nancy Stenger

	Complimentary Copies of Minutes

	Joan Lampart, Atlantic Region Director

22124 Barley Dr

Quakertown PA  18951-3875

H: (215)529-5686          W: N/A

Email: Jmlampart@aol.com
	Nancy Stenger, AVA President

14402 William Carr Ln

Centreville VA  20120-2813

H: (703)631-8512          W:

Email: walkvirginia@erols.com

	Shirley Lindberg, AVA Vice President

3610 Park Avenue North
Renton WA  98056-1514

H: (425)226-3484          W:

Email: SeaGigi@aol.com
	Keystone State Volkssports Association (KSVA)

President: Pat Eby

19 N 27th St

Camp Hill PA  17011-3623
H: (717)761-1338          W:

Email: peby@state.pa.us or pbeby@hotmail.com
Web: http://www.ava.org/clubs/ksva/

	Maryland State Volkssport Association (MVA)

President: Ron Looper

7861 Poplar Grove Rd.

Severn MD  21144-2025

H: (410)969-8661          W:

Email:  ronlooper@aol.com 

Web: http://www.mdvolks.org
	California Volkssport Association (CVA)

President: Herb Webber

2850 Gayle Lane

Auburn CA  95602

H: (530)878-7023          W:

Email: herbw@jps.net
Web: http://members.aol.com/WalkCalif/

	Florida Volkssport Association (FVA)

President: Marvin Stokes

2975 Wild Pecan Ct

Port Orange FL  32129-6200

H: (386)788-4026          W:

Email: marvst37@earthlink.net
Web: http://www.angelfire.com/fl3/fva/index.html
	Illinois Volkssport Association

President: David Bradley
3109 Valerie Drive
Champaign IL  62221-

H: (217)355-6811          W:

Email:

	Indiana Volkssport Association, Inc.

President: Don Vartanian

6330 Woods Edge In Dr #2B

Indianapolis IN  46250-

H: (847)619-2577          W:

Email:
	Minnesota Volkssport Association

President: Martha Stellmach

2659 139th Lane NW
Andover MN  55304

H: (763)755-8741          W:  

Email: RobbLStellmach@compuserve.com
Web: http://www.users.qwest.net/~pdstachour/           

                                                             vm/minn.htm


	New York State Volkssport Association

President: Pat Stark

PO Box 44

Hartford VT  05047-0044

H: (802)296-2192          W:

Email:
	Tarheel State Walkers Volkssport Association

President: Larry Brown

402 Ryder Ave

Landis NC  28088-

H: (704)857-9657          W:

Email: Larry_Brown@hotmail.com
Web: http://www.angelfire.com/nc2/tswvawalkers

	Ohio Volkssport Association (OVA)

President: Thelma Goris

8930 Cadiz Ct

Huber Heights OH  45424-

H: (937)667-7945          W:

Email: thelmajg@infocom.com
Web: http://us.geocities.com/ovawalker
	Oregon Trail State Volkssport Association (OTSVA)

President: Ford Forster

5720 NE Duniway Rd

Dayton OR  97114-7013

H: (503)864-3517          W:

Email: willster@pacifier.com
Web: http://www.walkoregon.org/

	Texas Volkssport Association (TVA)

President: Chuck Samus

4710 Tortuga Trail

Wichita Falls TX  76309-1222

H: (940)691-0584           W:

Email: csamus@prodigy.net
Web: http://www.flash.net/~tva/
	Evergreen State Volkssport Association (ESVA)

President: Dorm Batson

10228 29th St East

Puyallup WA  98372-1756

H: (253)927-2495           W:

Email: dlbatsonfedway@msn.com
Web: http://www.esva.org/


Convention Committee 2005 Meeting

January 27, 2002

National Science Foundation, Arlington VA

DIRECTIONS: Via I-66: Take the Washington Beltway (I495) to exit 45 (if driving from the north or west) or 49B( if driving from the south or east), I-66 East. {Note: there is a minimum 2 persons per car during the weekday rush hours from 6:30 am to 9:00am eastbound and 4:00 to 6:30PM westbound. All other times there are no restrictions on the number of people in the car.} Take Exit 71, Glebe Road/Fairfax Dr. Follow the exit ramp onto Fairfax Drive for 4/10th mile. Turn right at the second stop light to head south on Glebe Road for 4/10th mile. Turn left at the second stoplight on Glebe to go into the Ballston Commons Shopping Mall garage. *Once you have parked in the garage, use the elevators to go to the second floor of the mall. Head toward the center of the mall and then turn right to pass by the atrium and walk through the skyway to cross Wilson Blvd. The start point is next to the ATM in a small room to the left just inside the next building. On weekend mornings, the skyway across Wilson is sometimes blocked. If a gate blocks your way, simply leave the mall at street level and enter the NSF building through its main doors at 9th and Stuart streets. 

Via US-50: Take the Washington Beltway to exit 50 and head east towards Arlington. Continue east on US-50 for 3.2 miles, bearing right to exit the road onto a ramp leading to Falls Church and Alexandria via VA-7 and VA-338. At the stoplight at the top of the ramp, continue straight across VA-7 and then immediately bear left, following the signs to VA-613 and Clarendon to head east on Wilson Blvd. Continue on Wilson for 2.4 miles to the intersection with Glebe Rd, Turn right to head southeast on Glebe for 2/10th mile, turning left at the next stoplight to go into the Ballston Common Mall garage. Continue instructions from * above.

From DC or the George Washington Parkway via I-66: Drive west on I-66. Take Exit 71 (Glebe Rd) Turn left at the end of the ramp. Continue south on Glebe for 8/10th mile. Turn left at the fifth stoplight on Glebe to go into Ballston Commons Mall garage. Continue instructions from * above.

Metrorail access: Take the Orange Line to Ballston/Marymount U station. Exit station using the only set of escalators. Continue straight into the building before you. Bear right through the central hallway, go up the escalator, cross the skyway over one street, continue straight past the atrium of the NSF building. The start point is in a room with an ATM machine just before the skyway leading to the Ballston Common Mall. 

