Virginia Volkssport Association

Minutes of the General Membership Meeting

February 21, 2004

1.  Call to Order:  The General Membership Meeting of the Virginia Volkssport Association was called to order at 12:30 p.m. at Legends Brewery, 321 West 7th Street, Richmond, Virginia.  Dee Schrum and Roger Polhemus of Lee Lepus Volksverband had made arrangements for the meeting.

2.  Officers Present:  Nancy Stenger, President; Shirley Boyd, Vice President; Jim Geith, Treasurer; and Cecilia Miner, Secretary.

3.  Club Delegates:  Fred Lopez, All American Walking Club; Bob Wright, Loudoun Walking and Volkssport Club; Francine York, Bad Pennies and Northern Virginia Volksmarchers; Don Bradford, Gator Volksmarsch Club; Doug DeVoe, Wood and Dale Wanderers; Sam Tollett, Walking Scouts; Dee Schrum, Lee Lepus Volksverband; and Shirley Boyd, Peninsula Pathfinders.

4.  Guests:  Betty Canoles and Roger Polhemus of Lee Lepus Volksverband; Blue DeVoe of Wood and Dale Wanderers; Annette Tollett of Walking Scouts and Peninsula Pathfinders; Barbara. Lippincott of Peninsula Pathfinders; Gin Armacost, and Mary Ann Gries.

5.  Approval of Minutes:  President Nancy Stenger called for corrections, additions, or comments on the minutes of the December 13, 2003 membership meeting.  Hearing none, a motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes, and the delegates approved the motion.

6.  Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Jim Geith reported a balance of $4428.23 as of 2/20/04 and noted that there was one outstanding bill of $361.00 that needed to be paid.  Responding to Fred Lopez’s question on the bill, Jim said it was for participation fees for the Old Post Office walk, the fourth quarter Year Round Event (YRE) fees, and a shipping fee for The Starting Point.  At that Nancy commented that the VVA had sold all copies of The Starting Point it ordered.

7.  Old Business:
    a.  VVA Achievement Awards.  Nancy reminded club representatives to send nominations to her or to Fred Lopez by March 1st.  E-mail submission is fine.

    b.  Electronic Event Sanction Requests (ESR).  There had been several ESRs in the database awaiting approval.  Please E-mail Nancy when submitting an electronic ESR so she will know to check.  Also, let her know if a walk is canceled.

    c.  VVA Events.  VVA will again sponsor four seasonal events and will have the brochure at the Baltimore events at the end of February.  Counties for 2004 include Orange, Greene, Rappahannock, and Madison.  In addition, sanction requests have been submitted to start seasonal walks (May 29 – December 31) at Appomattox and at Manassas Battlefield.  Annette Tollett voiced thanks to Betty Canoles for her hard work in setting up the Appomattox walk.

8.  New Business:
    a.  EC Agenda Items.  Nancy made copies of the latest Checkpoint available and asked club representative to E-mail any opinions on the items to Regional Director Joan Lampart.

    b.  AVA Policy Manual.  The policy manual is available on the website in PDF format.  Annette Tollett suggested the event handbook also be scanned and loaded onto the AVA website as a PDF document.

    c.  Storing Start Cards.  The AVA insurance company has approved a suggestion allowing clubs to scan start cards (with signed waiver) and store them electronically, rather than store bundles of paper.

    d.  Deactivation for Non-payment of Annual Dues.  Fred Lopez observed from the Important Dates to Remember section of the Checkpoint, that clubs will now be deactivated in December instead of September if they haven’t paid dues.  He questioned what would happen to any YREs the clubs had previously sanctioned for the coming year.

    e.  6th Annual Virginia BikeWalk Conference.  The 2004 BikeWalk Conference will be held in Arlington, Virginia, and Nancy voiced strong support for having a VVA presence at the conference.  She noted that the conference website has a link to the VVA, and she would like to have a display including the AVA video featuring Mark Fenton, nationally recognized walking advocate, who will also be one of the conference’s keynote speakers.  To that end, she asked the VVA to authorize $100 for the VVA display.  A motion to that effect was made, seconded, and approved by the delegates.  

    f.  Failure to pay for walks.  Roger Polhemus noted that the Richmond monument walk appeared to have non-paying walkers and queried the other delegates for similar problems.  Nancy replied that clubs have recourse in this case.  If the person registered but did not pay, a club can send a post card reminder, or the club can report the person to AVA headquarters.  Francine York commented that when she walks the same walk many times, she holds the cards to the end of the quarter to pay with one large check.

    g.  Multiple swim events.  Sam Tollett took exception to the practice of having multiple swim events in the same pool on the same day, noting that walks cannot have multiple stamps for the same course on the same day.  It was noted that there is nothing written in the policy manual on this subject, but the practice has been ongoing for several years.

    h.  Virginia Covered Bridges.  Joe Turlo is working on a program of walks featuring the five covered bridges in Virginia:  one in Shenandoah County and four in southwest Virginia.

9.  Club Reports:
    a.  Loudon Walking and Volkssport Club, Bob Wright; doing a “walk for water” on May 8 at Morven Park with high school students to raise money for wells in Burkina Faso so the women there do not have to walk as far for potable water.  On Saturday, June 5, the club will host a National Trails Day walk at Claude Moore State Park.

    b.  Wood and Dale Wanderers, Doug DeVoe; will have a National Trails Day walk on Sunday, June 6.  There will be a patch offered by Friends of Leesylvania Park, and proceeds will go to the park.  The club is considering a walk for Veterans Day, November 11.

    c.  Gator Volksmarsch Club, Don Bradford; On March 13, the club will host its walk for the Norfolk Botanical Garden.  April 24 will be the NATO Fest walks, and on May 15, the club will have its Greek Festival/Ward’s Corner walk.

    d.  Lee Lepus Volksverband, Dee Schrum; April 17 walk in Blackstone, Virginia (Nottoway County).

    e.  Walking Scouts, Sam Tollett; the club supports Boy Scout Troop 117.  All club walks are canceled until the troop reorganizes.

    f.  Northern Virginia Volksmarchers, Francine York; monthly evening walks in Fairfax begin April 12.  On May 15 and 16, the club will host events at North Mountain Winery.  Starting May 29, the club will host two new seasonal events at Burke Center and at Burke Lake.

    g.  Bad Pennies, Francine York; repeat trip to Atlantic Provinces July 31 – August 13, including the island that has a French stamp.

    h.  Peninsula Pathfinders, Shirley Boyd; April 3 Suffolk walk with a patch of the Seaboard Train Station and Railroad Museum.  In addition, the club plans a club picnic for August 21; a walk in Zuni, Virginia, on October 9; and the Williamsburg weekend December 10-12.

    i.  Others.  Nancy reported for Fort Belvoir MWR that the club intends to hold its Fourth of July and Oktoberfest walks again.  She also announced that the Germanna Volkssport Association has a new YRE in Ashland and will hold an April 24-25 walk at Lake of the Woods.  Doug DeVoe said that the Germanna Volkssport Association has approval for a walk at Quantico in September, but the date has not been determined.

    j.  From the floor.  There was a question about whether the third Saturday in September was still set aside for the Air Force Global Volksmarches.  The Gator Volksmarch Club has an opportunity to piggyback on a festival that weekend if they will not be blocked out by a Global event.  Bob Wright reported that the Northern Virginia/Maryland Global would be held that weekend, but he noted that Global events in recent years have not been reliable, and states have sanctioned regular events for that weekend.

10.  Next Meeting:  June 5, 12:30, Claude Moore  Park (Loudon event).
Future meetings:  Saturday, September 4, Orange County Visitors Center (tentative), in conjunction with VVA seasonal weekend; Saturday, December 11, Williamsburg

11.  Adjournment:
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 1:45 p.m.  The delegates approved the motion.

Respectfully submitted,

Cecilia Miner, VVA Secretary

